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- “»E were told in the foregoiig Book how the 
Evil Spirit prattifed upon Eve as fhe lay a- 
' fleep, in order to infpire: her with Thoughts 
of Vanity, Pride and Ambition. The Au- 
tp fhews a wonderful Art throvghout his whole 
in preparing the Reader for the feveral Occurrences 
in it, founds upon the above- Circum- 
of the Fifth Book. dam upon his a- 
Js Bve fill afleep with an unufual Difcompofure 
wks. The Pofture in which he regards her, is de- 
wth a Tendernefs not to be exprefied, as the Whif- 
which he awakens her, is the fofteft that ever was 
dto a Lover’s Ear. 
wonder was to find unwaken’d Eve 
b Trafes difconapos’d, and glowing cheek 
wugh unquict reft. he on bis frde 
rasd, with looks of cordial love 
ing vber oer enamour’d, and bebeld 
, which whether waking or afleep, 
jorth peculiar Graces; then with vo:ce 
w.mben Zephyrus or Flora breathes, 
wi foft touching, whifper’d thus, Awake 
faire, my efpous'd,- my lateft found, 
gift, my ever new delight, 
she morning fhines, and the frefh field 
we lofe the prime, to mark how {pring 
punded plants, bow blows the Citron Grove, 
dropp's the Myrrhe, and what the baliie Reed, 
paints her colours, how the Bee 


| the bloom, extraéting liquid feet. 


g wak'd her, but with flartled Eye 
am, whom embracing, thus {he {pake. 
WSde in whom my thoughts find all repofe, 

ion, glad I fee 
Ks, and morn return’ d—— 


but take notice that Milton, in his Gonferences 


‘Baden and Eve, had his Eye very frequently upon 


, m3 Pe remembred thofe two P. 


ofCanticles, in which there is a noble Spirit of 
leny, and very often not unlike what we meet 

, who is generally placed near the Age of So- 
think there is no ‘onlin but the Poet in the pre- 
es which are 


the like occafion, and fill’d with the fame plea- 


of Nature.; 


ntl fpake, and [aid wnto me, Rife up, ‘my love, my 
come away ; For lo, the winter is pajt, the rain is 
me; the Flowers appear on the earth; the sime of the 
Weds.is come, and the Voice of the Turtle 13 heard m 
The Fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and the 
h the tender grape give a good fine, “Arif my love, 


ad come away. 


jwved, let go forth into the Field; let us get up 
"Vineyards, les us fee if the Vine flourifh, sheder the 
appear, and the Pomegranates bud fort. 
g the Garden of Eden to that 
the Sapient King 
Mthence vith bisa Egyptian Spom/e, 
ie Poet had this delightful Scene in his mind. 
his full of thofe high Conceits engendring 
pe We:are told the Devil endeavoured to inftil in- 
Wthis kind is that part of it where fhe fancies 
mad by Adam in the following beautiful Lines. 
POP thon Eve ? now is the pleafant time, 
the filent, fave where yLangech 
. t-warbling bird, that now awake 
this Love-labour'd feng ; now reigns 
“We moon, and with more pleafant light 
24s of the face of things; in vain 
se; Heav’n wakes with all his eyes 
4 ‘but thes, Natures defire, 
Mf tall things joy, with ravifhment 
ul) thy beauty fill to gaxe, 


An injudicious Poet-would have made Adam talk through 
the whole Work, in fuch Sentiments as this. But Flattery 
and Falfhood are not the Courtfhip of Milton’s Adam, and 
cou’d not be heard by Eve in her State of Innocence, except- 
ing only in a Dream produced on purpofe to taint her I- 
magination. Other vain Sentiments of the fame kind in 
this rélation of her Dream, will be obvious to every Rea= 
der. Tho’ the great Cataftrephe of the Poem is finely pre« 
faged on this occafion, the Particulars of it are fo ar 
fhadew'd, that ay Mit not anticipate the Story which fol- 
lows-in the Ninth Book. I fhall only add, that tho’the Vi- 
fion it felf is founded upon Truth, the Circumftances of it 
are full of that Wildnefs and Inconfiftency which are nate 
raltoa Dream. dam, conformable to his fuperier Cha- 


racter for Wifdom, inftructs and comforts Eve upon this 
occation, 


So chea’d he his fair Sponfe, and fhe was chear'd, 
But filently a gentle tear let fall 

From either eye, and wiped them with her hairs 
Two other precious drops that realy food, 

Each in their chryftal fluice, he e'er they fell 
Kifs'd as the gracious Signs of /weet remorfe 

And pious awe, that fear'd to have offended. 


The Morning Hymn is written in Imitation of one of 
thofe Pfalms, where, in the Overflowings of his Gratitude 
and Praife, the Pfalmift calls not only upon the Angels, but 
upon the moit confpicuous parts of the inanimate Crea+ 
tion, to join with him in ex*olling their Common Maker: 
Invocations of this Nature fill the Mind with glorious I- 
deas of God’s Works, and awaken that Divine Enthus 
fiaim, which is fo natural to Devotion. But if this calling 
upon the dead parts of Nature, is at all times a‘proper kind of 
Worthip, it was in a particular manner fuitable to our firft 
Parents, who had the“ Creation freth upon their Minds, 
and had not icen the various Difpenfations’ of Providence, 
nor confequently could.be aequainted with thofe many To- 
picks of Praife which might afford matter to the Devotions 
of their Pofterity. I need not remark that beautiful Spirit 
of Poetry which runs through this whole Hymn, nor the 
HolinefS of that Refolution with which it concludes. 

Having already mentioned thofe Speeches which are af: 
figned to the Perfons in this Poem, I proceed to the 
Defcription which the Poet gives us of Raphael. His De- 
parture from before the Throne, and his Flight thro’ the 
Quires of Angels, is finely imaged. As Milton every where 
fills his Poem with Circumftances that are marvellous and a- 
ftonithing, he defcribes the Gate of Heaven as framed after 
fuch a manner, that it open’d of it {elf upon the approach ot 
the Angel who was to pafs through it. 

"till at the gate 
Gf Hew'n arriv’d, tive gate felf-open'd wid, 
On golden Hinges turning, as by werk 

Divine the Sovereign Architelt had fram'd. 
ane here fe¢ms to mt mes or three Paffa- 
sin the eighteenth Jiad, asto that in particular where, {peake 
ool Vulcan, fays, that he habante Twenty Thipodes 
ing oft Wheels, which, upon Occafion, might go of 


themitioas tothe Affgmbly of the Gods, and, when there was 


no more ule for them, requrn again after the fame manner. 
Scaliger has rallied Homer vety feverely upon this Point, as 
Monf. Dacier has exlartre defend it. 1 will not pre- 
tend to determine, whither in this Particular of Homer, the 
Marvellous does tiot lofe fight of the Probable. As the mira- 
culous Workinanthip of Milte’s Gatés is not fo extraordina- 
ry as this of the Tripodes, fo 1 ami perfwaded he would not 
have mentioned it, riot he been fupported in it liy a 
Paflage in the Scripture; which fpeaks of Wheels in Heaven 
that had Life in them, and moved of themfelves, or ftaod 
— with the Cherubims, whem thy acconi- 

T ueftion but Milton had this Circumftance in 
his Thoughts, Last in ‘the following Book he deferibes 
the Chariot of the Mefiah with living Wheels, according to 
the Plan in Exekiel’s Vifion. 
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Ike enn Pater ity alii 
Pa fhiing thick James, whtel withm wléel smdravi, 
It (elf mftind with Sprit —- —— 

I queftion Rot but Boffu, and the two Daciers, who are 
for vindieating every thing that is cenfured in Homer, b 
tomething Parallel in Holy Writ, would have been very well 
peafed had they thought of confronting Valcan’s Tripodes 
with Exskiel’s Wheels. 

Raphael’s Defcent to the Earth, with the Figure of his 
Perion, is reprefented in very lively Colours. Several of the 
French, Italian and Englifh Pocts have given a loofe to their 
fmaginations in the Deicription of Angels: But I do not re- 
member to have met with any, fo fmgly drawn amd fo con- 
formable to the Notions which are given of them in Scrip- 
ture, as this in Alten, After having-fet him forth in all 
his Heavenly Plumage, and reprefented him as alighting 
upon the Earth, the Poet concludes his Defcription with a 
Circumfance, which is altogether new, and imagined with 
the greateft Strength of Fancy. 


——Like Maia’s Son he food, 
And {hook his plumes, that Henv'nly fragrance flld 
The Circnit wide—— -_ 
_ Raphael’s Reception by the Guardian Angels; his paffing 
through the Wildernefs of Sweets; his diftant Appearance to 
Adam, have all the Graces that Poetry is capable of beftow- 
ing. The Author afterwards gives us a particular Defcripti- 
‘on of Evein her Domeftick Employments, 


So faying, with difpatchful looks in hafte 

ot ee, on hale gh intent, 

What choice to chufe f.r delicacy beft, 

What order, fo contriv’d as not tomix 
Taftes, not well j2yn'd, inelegant, but bring 
Tafte after tafte, upheld with kindlieft change; 
Beftirs her then &c. —-——-—— 


Though in this, and other Parts of the fame Book, the 
Subje& is only the Houfewifry of our Firft Parent, it is fet 
off with fo many yleafing Images and ftrong flions, 
as make it none of the leaft agreeable Parts in this Divine 
Work. 

* The natural Majefty of Adam, and at the fame time his 
fubmiffive Behaviour to the Superiour Being, who had 
vouchiafed to be his Gueft; the rs Hail which the An- 
gel beftows upon the Mother of Mankind, with the Figure 
of Eve miniftring at the Table, are Circumftances which de- 
ferve to be admir’d. 

Raphael’s Behaviour is every way fuitable to the dig- 
nity of his Nature, and to that Character of a fociable 
Spirit, with which the Author’ has fo judicioufly intro- 
duced him. He had received Infiruétions to converfe 
with Adam, as one Friend conver{es with another, and to 
warn hii of the Enemy, who was contriving his Deftiu- 
étion : Accordingly he is repreiénced as fitting down at Ta- 
bie with Adam, and eating of the Fruits of Parad/e. The 
Occafion naturaily leads him to his Difcourfe on the Food 
of Angels. After having thus entered into Converfation 
with Man upon more indifferent Subjes, he warns him of 
his Obedience, and makes a natural Tranfition tothe Hiftory 
of that fallen Angel, who was employed in the Circumyen- 
tion of our Firft Parents, 

Had I followed Monticur Bo/’s Method in my Firft Pa- 
ger on Milton, I fhould have dated the Aétion of Paradife 
Lg? from the Beginning of Raphael’s Speech in this Book, 
as he fuppofes the Actioa of the ZEneid to begin in the {e- 
cond Book of that Poem. I could all many Reafons 
fur my drawing the A@tion of the Zeid; rather from its 
iminediate Beginning in the firft Book, than from its 
remote Beginningin the Second, and thew why I have con- 
tidered the Sacking of Troy as an Epijode, according to the 
common Acceptation of that Word. But as this would bea 
dcy un-catertatning Piece of Criticifm, and perhaps unne- 
ezilary to thofe who have read my Firft Paper, I fhall not 
¢ ilargeupon it. Which-ever of the Notions be true, the Unity 
of Milton's Action is preferved according to either of them; 
whether we confider the Fall of Maa iaits immediate Be- 

ginning, as proceeding from the’ Refolutions taken in the 
Infernal Council, or in its more'remote Beginning, as pro- 
cceding from the Firft Revolt of the Angels Heaven. The 
Occaiion which Milton aifigns for this Revolt, 96 ¥is found- 
ed on Hints in Holy Writ, and on the ion of 
fome great Writers, fo it was the moft proper that the Poct 
could have made ufe of. 


tion 


Ths Revolt im Heaven is déferibed with: 
Tmaginatioo, and a fine Variety of Circe 
Learned Reader cannot but b¥ with ty 
of Homer itr <he laft of the. following Légy: a 
At length into Melimits of the North =; °% 
They came, and Satan wok his Royal Seat. ©. 

High on a bill, far blaxeing, as amount 
Rais'd on a Mount, with Pyramids and ty 
From Diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of Gd 
The palace of great Lucifer, (f call 

That Structure os the Dialect of men 
Interpreted) —~——_——= 

. Homer mentions Perfons and Things, which het; 
the Language of the Gods are cail’d by differen \ 
from thofe they goby in the Language of Men, Mig 
imitated him with his ufval Judgment in this ae 
place, wherein he has likewife the Authority of Scag 
juftify him. The part of Abdiel, who was the ot} 
that in this Infinite Hoft of Angels preferved his Alb 

to his Maker, exhibits to us a noble Moral of religig 
gularity. The Zeal of the Seraphim breaks forth in ate 
ing Warmthof Sentiments and Expreflions, as the Ck 
which is given us of him cenotes that generous S 
Intrepidity which attends Heroic Vertue. The 
doubtlefs, defigned it as a Pattern to thoi who live 
Mankind in their prefent State of Degeneracy and Com 


So fpake the Seraph Abdiel ‘ry ae 
























Among the faithlefs, faithful onl; - 
Among pant fale, nani, * : 
Unjfhaken, unfeduc'd, unterrify'd ; , hi 
His Loyalty he kept, his Love, his Zeal: : Me 


Nor Number, nor example with him wrought 
To fwerve from truth, or change his conftant mink 
Though Single. From amidft them forth he pafv, 
Long way through Scorn, which he fuftain’ 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd aught ; 

And with retorted Scorn his back he turn'd 

On thofe proud Tow'rs to fwift Deftrudtion doom’, 


ERRATA. In SpeGator of Saturday March 1.4% 
line 2. for happens read comes to pafs. Col. 3. lin 
ter Adventures add as they. Col. 3. line 75. aelec. 
Gator of Saturday March 8. Col. 3. line 30. for Gaba 
Uriels Col. 4. line 55. after both add Sky. 
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At the Defire of feveral Ladies of Por 
By Her Majefty’s Company of ComedU ., 
At the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, ¢ 
fent Saturday, the rsth Day of March, will be pol 
Play call’dy The Tempeft: or The Incharted-Ifland, Asif: 
ter’d from Shakefpear by Sir Wil. D’avenant, and the lite 
den, Poeis Laurest. With new Scencs, Machines, and all 
Dec.rations proper to the Play. By Her Majelty’s Co 
Perfons are co be admitted behind the Scenes. 
At the Queen’s Theatre in the Hay-MarkiGubri 
prefent Saturday being che + s:hof March, willbe perf 
Op:ra called Hamlet. By Sub{ciiption. With {cveral Ev 
of Datcirg by fix new Dancers, No Perfon w beadmind 
Ticke:s, which will be delivered owt this Day at Mrs. W 
colate houfe. FirftGallery 5 s. Upper Gallery 2 5, Box 
Sige Fifceen Shillings, To begin exsQiy at fix. By ber 
Command no P.rfors are to b: admitted ehinJ the Scenes, 

The Gentleman that bought the Ticket $y 
rgcocoo Lotery, 1701. No, 2gmgrts is defired to gin Th) 
how the Owner may Convey a Letier fate to him upoa 
Bary B.fi: eff. 

On Monday March the 3d, 1711-12, over 
the Si ve Ale-houfe in the Lictle Mia ries near Aldge 
three Books ia che fair Society, on a Sile of Number; 
Perf.n may improve fall Sums of Mony, in a Method 
and lafting, with a quick Reiwurn, at the Rate of 50 pet 
Weeks; waich has met with great Eseouragement, 60 the 
of the Purchafers, chere being yreac Nuabers «n:er'd, ith 
‘the fir Purchafers will receive.on Monday the 170 

Next Week will be published, 

The Reafonablenefs of Conformity to the 
of England, imtwe parts, with the Defesce of it. and.tie 
to Lay Conform'ty, che third Edition, To which is 
Deterce of Epife. pa! Ordination ; together with the Reply 
troduion to the f cond Pact, and a Pofticript relating 
Part of Mr. Calany’s Non-Coaformity. By Bea}: 

ReG&tor of St.Peter’s Poor,  Privted for James Knapioo *' 
* in St. Paul’s Church yard. N. B, That the cwo form? 
Sold fur 103. 6d. price now but Gs. Where alfo my 
_ Hoadly’s Difcourfes conceraing the ‘Terms ot Accepae? 
as they are propofed w Chriftians in the New T ‘1 
fulfe Nociuns of chs Cond tions of Salvation cunlider 
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